
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
NUMBER  TEN (2014) (UPDATED – as of June 20, 2016_ 

 

IN FURTHERANCE OF THE VIRGINIA INDIAN COMMEMORATIVE 
COMMISSION 

 
Importance of the Commission 
 

Native Americans have lived in the land now known as Virginia for thousands of years, their 
history having been and continuing to be documented.  The historical record confirms that Virginia 
Indians provided aid and comfort to the British colonists in 1607 and were instrumental in the 
establishment of the first permanent English-speaking settlement in North America at Jamestown. 

 
The legacy of the indigenous peoples of the Commonwealth has been recorded in the names 

of many Virginia locations and landmarks, such as the cities of Chesapeake and Roanoke, the 
Counties of Accomack, Appomattox, and Powhatan, and the Chickahominy, Mattaponi, Pamunkey, 
Potomac, and Rappahannock Rivers, as well as many other sites.  Despite hardships brought about 
by the loss of lands, languages, and civil rights, American Indians in Virginia have persisted and 
continue to contribute to the Commonwealth through agriculture, land stewardship, teaching, 
military and civil service, the arts, and other avenues of productive citizenship.  
 
Continuation of the Virginia Indian Commemorative Commission  

 
In recognition that the courage, persistence, determination, and cultural values of Virginia’s 

Indians have significantly enhanced and contributed to society, the General Assembly approved 
House Joint Resolution 680 (2009), requesting the creation of a commission to recommend an 
appropriate monument in Capitol Square to commemorate the life, achievements, and legacy of 
American Indians in the Commonwealth.  On October 22, 2009, Governor Tim Kaine issued 
Executive Order 100 that established the Virginia Indian Commemorative Commission.  Since then, 
the Commission has met regularly and developed a plan for execution of the monument, but there is 
more work to be done.  Accordingly, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Governor under 
Article V of the Constitution of Virginia and under the laws of the Commonwealth, including but 
not limited to §§ 2.2-134 and 2.2-135 of the Code of Virginia, and subject to my continuing and 
ultimate authority and responsibility to direct such matters, I hereby issue this Executive Order to 
continue the work of the Virginia Indian Commemorative Commission.  
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Composition of the Commission 
 

The current Virginia Indian Commemorative Commission shall consist of the Governor, the 
Lieutenant Governor, the Speaker of the House of Delegates, three members of the House of 
Delegates appointed by the Speaker of the House of Delegates in accordance with the principles of 
proportional representation contained in the Rules of the House of Delegates, the Clerk of the 
House of Delegates, the Chairman of the Senate Committee on Rules, two members of the Senate 
appointed by the Senate Committee on Rules, the Clerk of the Senate, the Executive Director of the 
Capitol Square Preservation Council, three nonlegislative citizen members who shall be 
representatives of Virginia Indians to be appointed by the Governor, and the Executive Director of 
the Virginia Capitol Foundation who shall serve ex officio with nonvoting privileges.  Additional 
members may be appointed at the Governor’s discretion.  The Chairman and the Vice Chairman 
shall be appointed by the Governor.              

 
Members of the Commission shall serve without compensation, but they may receive 

reimbursement for authorized expenses incurred in the discharge of their official duties.               
 
Charge for the Commission 
 

The Commission shall take all necessary actions to proceed to contract with an identified 
artist, implement the selected design and coordinate the construction, pursuant to applicable state 
construction policies, of an appropriate monument on Capitol Square to commemorate the life, 
achievements, and legacy of American Indians in the Commonwealth. The Commission shall 
continue to seek private funding for the operation and support of the Commission and the erection 
of an appropriate monument.  However, the costs of implementation of the Commission, its work, 
and the reimbursement of members, estimated to be $5,000, shall be borne by the Commission from 
such private funds as it may acquire to cover the costs of its operation and work.  The Commission 
may establish an organization with 501(c)(3) status for fundraising purposes.  The Commission is 
vested with all the powers to carry out the intent of the General Assembly under House Joint 
Resolution 680 (2009).  All agencies of the Commonwealth shall provide assistance to the 
Commission, upon request.  An estimated 200 hours of staff time will be required to support the 
work of the Commission.   

 
The Commission shall report annually the status of its work, including any findings and 

recommendations, to the General Assembly, by December 1st each year.  
 

Effective Date of the Executive Order 
 

This Executive Order amends Executive Order 10 (2015) issued on April 24, 2015. This 
Executive Order shall become effective upon its signing, and shall remain in effect for one year 
from its signing, unless amended or rescinded by further executive order. 
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Given under my hand and under the Seal of the Commonwealth of Virginia this 13th day of 
July, 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
   _____________________________  

      Terence R. McAuliffe, Governor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Kelly Thomasson, Secretary of the Commonweal 
 


