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By the numbers… 

• 2013 Census Bureau Report – number of Hispanic/Latino 
in, http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/51000.html: 
– United States       54,000,000  17.1% 
– Virginia                          711,000      8.6% 

 
• Fall 2014 undergraduate enrollment at Virginia colleges 

and universities http://research.schev.edu/enrollment/E22_report.asp: 

– All reporting Va. institutions 32,188   7.5% 
– Public institutions  28,178   8.1% 
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By the numbers… 

• Student success rates   Normal Extended 

– Total Student Population  74% 77% 
– Hispanic/Latino Population  74% 77% 
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Financial benefits 

• In-state tuition and state financial aid are available to 
those who demonstrate domicile in Virginia.   

 

        Domicile means: 
– “…the present, fixed home of an individual to which he 

returns following temporary absences and at which he 
intends to stay indefinitely. No individual may have more 
than one domicile at a time.” 

 
– “Mere physical presence or residence primarily for 

educational purposes shall not confer domiciliary status.”  
 

• If the evidence is not clear and convincing, then the student 
fails the standard and is considered “out-of-state.” 
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Financial benefits 

The primary state financial aid programs are: 
 
If enrolled into a public institution: 
• Virginia Commonwealth Award 
• Virginia Guaranteed Assistance Program (VGAP) 
• Virginia Two Year College Transfer Grant Program 

 
If enrolled into a private institution: 
• Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant (TAG) Program 
• Virginia Two Year College Transfer Grant Program  
 
Only the TAG program has a required state application.  The rest 
of the above programs require only the federal FAFSA form. 
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Financial benefits 

Complete information on state financial aid programs, including 
description, award amounts, and where to apply can be found at: 
 
• www.schev.edu – click on “Financial Aid” 
  
   or 
 
• www.schev.edu/students/undergradFinancialaidPrograms.asp  
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Information 

Spanish translations: 
For information about choosing the right college, the college 
application process, financial aid information, college admissions 
requirements, and college preparation checklists:  
 
Many of our webpages are translated into Spanish here: 
• www.schev.edu/students/Espanol/Espanol.asp 
 
Also available is a Spanish translation for the “Opportunities 
Brochure” 
• http://www.schev.edu/students/StudentPublications.asp 
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Undocumented students 

Definition 
 
Students who do not possess a valid current legal status and 
do not have legal presence 

• Entered the United States without authorization 
• Violated the terms of a visa or passport (for example: 

“over stay”) 
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Undocumented students 

Enrollment into a college or university: 
• Institutional decision whether to enroll an undocumented 

student.  There is no federal or state restriction. 
 
Receive financial assistance: 
• Federal assistance: must be a U.S. citizen or national,  

– Undocumented students are not eligible for federal financial aid. 
 

• State assistance: Federal law restricts state benefits from 
those “not lawfully present” unless all U.S. Citizens also 
receive the same benefit. 
– Undocumented students are not eligible for in-state tuition or 

state financial aid. 
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Undocumented students 

 
Private or institutional benefits: Not restricted  
 
• Undocumented students sometimes find that private 

institutions can provide an affordable education.   
 

• An internet search for “Financial Aid for Undocumented 
Students” will yield results but use caution about what 
information is provided on an application. 
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Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 

Authorized in June 2012 by Executive Order 
May be considered, if individual:     
• Was under the age of 31 as of June 15, 2012; 
• Came to the United States before reaching your 16th birthday; 
• Has continuously resided in the United States since June 15, 2007, up to 

the present time;   
• Was physically present in the United States on June 15, 2012, and at the 

time of making your request for consideration of deferred action with 
USCIS; 

• Had no lawful status on June 15, 2012; 
• Is currently in school, have graduated or obtained a certificate of 

completion from high school, have obtained a general education 
development (GED) certificate, or are an honorably discharged veteran of 
the Coast Guard or Armed Forces of the United States; and 

• Has not been convicted of a felony, significant misdemeanor, or three or 
more other misdemeanors, and do not otherwise pose a threat to national 
security or public safety. 
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Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 

Eligibility for in-state tuition: 
In April 2014, the Virginia Attorney General determined that DACA 
recipients have the ability to establish domicile. 
• The student is eligible to be reviewed for domicile. It does not grant 

automatic eligibility for in-state tuition.   
• Students will be evaluated based upon their own domicile, but the 

institution may ask for parental information to help establish physical 
presence. 

• Student must demonstrate one year of domicile as required by state 
law for all students.   
- Therefore, if DACA is approved August 1, 2015, the student is not 
eligible for in-state tuition until at least August 2016. 

• SCHEV has been advised that DACA recipients can be granted in-state 
tuition but are not eligible for state financial aid. 

• For detailed information: 
o English version - www.schev.edu/finaid/DACAFAQs.pdf 
o Spanish version - www.schev.edu/finaid/DACAFAQsSPANISH.pdf  
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Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 

Renewal concerns: 
• DACA renewals are taking about 120 days to complete so 

we highly advise that students begin the process at no 
less than 120 days prior to the expiration date. 

• If the DACA document expires prior to the student being 
renewed, they lose the legal standing that permits 
domicile, and domicile is legally abandoned.  Once the 
student completes the renewal process, they are then 
subject once again to the one year waiting period.   

    
                               Don’t let DACA expire! 
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Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 

As of March 2015: 
• Nationwide, of the 794,501 initial applications, over 

664,000 applicants approved for DACA since inception. 
• Top countries of origin: Mexico, El Salvador, and 

Guatemala  
• Virginia: ranks 13th in the country with over 10,200 initial 

approvals and over 3,500 renewals 
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Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 

 

http://www.uscis.gov/tools/reports-studies/immigration-forms-data/data-set-form-i-821d-deferred-action-childhood-arrivals 



Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
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